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EDITOR'S NOTE 

After almost seventy years since the establishment of the 
International Union of Biological Sciences (IUBS), the large 
diversity of scientific disciplines represented, together with the wide 
variety of tasks to be fulfilled, represent now, more than ever, 
the most important asset and at the same time the greatest 
challenge the Union has ever known. 

As IUBS represents a unique forum for discussing unifying 
biological concepts and principles, the challenge consists of finding 
a common ground and language among its very diverse member 
societies and affiliated bodies. The Union also has the major task 
of promoting biological sciences through international cooperative 
research, training, education and information activities. 

The above challenge must be met by way of ensuring that the 
IUBS scientific programmes are interdisciplinary, requiring 
international cooperation, and deal with topics that traverse the 
boundaries of the existing scientific disciplines such as biological 
diversity, biological complexity, biological taxonomy, bio- 
indicators and biological education. 

Within the framework of the IUBS, Biology International 
represents a means to this end and aims to serve as a two-way 
inter-active channel for information to help the Union fulfill its 
stated objectives. This goal cannot be achieved without the genuine 
participation and full committment of each and every Member 
of the IUBS Family. 
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An urgent need to boost food supplies in the 
Third World spurred the creation of a series of 
international agricultural research centers during 
the 1960s and 1970s under the umbrella of the 
Consultative Group on lnternational Agricultural 
Research (CGIAR). Spectacular yield increases 
in wheat and tropical rices achieved by the 
lnternational Maize and Wheat lmprovement 
Center (CIMMYT-Centro Internacional de 
Mejoramiento de Maiz y Trigo) in Mexico and 
the Philippines-based lnternational Rice 
Research Institute (IRRI) respectively, provided 
the catalyst for this arnbitious undertaking. IRRI, 
the first international agricultural research 
center, became operational in 1960, while 
CIMMYT grew out of a collaborative project 
between the Rockefeller Foundation and the 
Mexican agricultural research program in the 

1940s and was designated as an international 
center in 1964 (Plucknett and Smith, 1982; 
Baum, 1986). 

With the World Bank, the U.N. Development 
Programme, and the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization as CO-sponsors, CGIAR was 
established in 1971 to nurture the development 
of international agricultural research centers in 
developing countries (Fig. 1). Most of the 13 
CGIAR centers were set up in the 1960s and 
1970s. Technology development takes at least 
10 years frorn concept to marketable product, 
so some centers are now just corning out with 
technologies that can be used by national 
programs, while others have been assisting 
national agricultural research institutions with 
useful crop lines and other technologies for more 
than a decade. 

Figure 1. lnternational agricultural research centers within the Consultative Group on lnternational 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR). 
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